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The Continent’s Next Frontier
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Elevated living at Cheval Blanc

Randhel and (left) Lo Tah

MILAN /"

Expo 2015 Park Hyatt Milan's
With 64 ecltions in 164 years, the 1% e IolPops:
Viorld's Fair ~now dubbed Expo—
s going strong. and yes, i’ still
exciting and relevart. I fact, the.
upcoming edition, Expo Milano
2015 (May 1 through October
31 might prov the tasiestyet

tourwhich includes tansperta-
tion, ey to the event nda SOUTH AFRICA
local host to show you around Save the Rhinos
Expo.Departures: Ay day May 2

hrough October 26 from 753
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Destination

Cruising the.
Mergui Archipelago.

Make for Mergui
Vihen Myanmar openedits doors o the out-
side world afew years ago, ravelers poured
in. Atouristcircut developed quickly - Yan
gonwithis golden pagoda, Bagan's thou-
sand-year-old temples, and loating:vilage
Hfeon nle Lake - but, in  nation amost as
big as Texas,thatleaves room for exploration.
‘Myanmaris changing fast. and everyone
wants togobefore tloses ts charm explains
travel advisor Tracy Fala of Calgary. "But the:
truth is. you have to get off the beaten path
alite it for an authentic experience!

3 GO 'Spend three days cruising through one
of the country’s least known treasues, the
Mergui Atchipelago, on Natural Habitat Ad-
Ventures'13-day journey through Myanmar
and Thailand. Mergui's 800 mostly uninhab-

City Escape

-PARIS

The City Lights Up

Picasso returns to Paris after
2 five-year hiatus,

‘overlooking the Eiffel Tower and
Montmartre. Take note. though;
‘There's a three-month waiting list
unless you stay at the hotel”

‘The other big food news on the
tip of locals'tongues is renowned
chef Christian Le Squer's move
from Pavillon Ledoyen to the
Four Seasons Hotel George V.

a

says Virtuoso advisor Victoire
Spoerry of her hometown, which

coast and provide an endless array of empty
beaches, lush rain forest, and pristine reefs
ich with manta rays, sea turtles, and whale.
Sharks. After Mergu, the 62-foot catamaran
sails Thai waters to Khao Sok National Park's
limestone towers, home to langurs, macaques.

hotel
and restaurant rebirths, “This
year, both The Ritz and the

third Michelin star in just four
months: Spoerry says. “which
would be a firstin history” Of
course, you can't eat and sleep
‘away your entire time in the City

major renovat W the new

of Light

Peninsula Paris is absolutely

fabulous. Is top-floor restaurant,

after a five-year renovation. and
the city's newest landmark, the

‘and November 30; rom $8.895.
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has some of the
best views in town, with tables

opened in October.

Blown away: Isabela sland's
volcanic coast.

In High Def

With visitor numbers climbing
andland-based development
afoot, the pressure is on o see
Ecuador’s Galapagos Islands
before they change.

G0 Tauck's innovative Earth
Journeys partnership with the
producers of BEC Earthgives
guests on the 40-passenger
Isabela Il access to gear and
expertise from the nature docu-
mentary company for enriched
encounters with penguins.
iguanas, and other wildiife.
Underwater and thermatimaging
‘cameras, night-vision gogles.
andinfrared camera traps pro-
vide new perspectives on animal
behaviors, and exclusive films
created for the nine-day cruise
anchor naturalsts'lectures. De-
partures: Multiple dates January 5
through August 3 from $5.740.

MAINLAND RISING A handiul
of properties have freshened
up mainland Ecuador."Casa
Gangotena has been restored to
the best property in Quit? says
New York based advisor Ginny
Caragol. “And Mashpi
Lodge. in the Mashpi
Rainforest Biodiver-
sity Reserve.a
three-hour drive.
from Quito.isa
By resealpace
anda great add:
| ontothe
Galdpagos

The Isabela
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COSTA RICA

Even Costa Rica, one of the

Guanacaste: Hang Ten with the Cool Kids

sports ranging from sea kayak

|l

Ra

Northern Calforna i perfect for
1

NAPA VALLEY

se a Glass - and Your Health

Close to
Home

reservations at two of the area’s.
s Th

ta e

advisor Marisa Stephens of Dal-

planet’s best-known eco-travel ing and sailing to snorkeling, 1as."The entire state of Guana:
destinations. has ts hideaways. diving.and a surf school. Villas casteis relatively untapped:
ofthe the

mthe Nicara-

country.not far f
e i

onthe peninsula: Five-bedroom
CasaPraia

coast, Rincon de la Vieja Volcano

wias one of the

volcano hikes, and several resorts
The best

acres. an 18-hole Arnold Palmer
designed golf course, and water

HEAD FOR THE HILLS “It's more
than just Papagayo” says Virtuoso

. while eight:

part?lt's two
withtwo  ofL

sTAY pools.aspa.

Rica at Peninsula Papagayo Four Seasons doubles from $450;

put e i » S

map, with 154 rooms on 45 lush aste,Villa Manzy, and Casa
Praia’s pool.
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Restaurant at
he Depart

fget. explains
Virtuoso's Janet McLaughin.

who grew up in the Bay Area and
nowlives in Cincinnati. Ready
for discovery this year: Recently
opened tasting rooms from Tank
‘Garage Winery and The Grade

Any day through December 15
from §6.725.

BEYOND THE CORKSCREW
“The region isn't just for wine
enthusiasts: McLaughlin says.

and in Napa. Atlas Social, which
opens on First Street this month
with a raw bar, specialties that

forinstance, the quirky home
‘goods at Napa's Liken Gallery -
and beautiful hiking and biking

includea
quail, and, of course, great wines.
by the glass.

GO Sample Napa with Cox &
Kings' five:day trip through

Two recommendations: Robert
Louis Stevenson State Park's 11
mile Palisades Trail hike. which
trends mostly downhill through

ra

Aparoiehing Mot
! Cookon NewZeglond's

Roll with It

NEW ZEALAND

J)

Adventure

el

Costa Rica,no country inthe

millons to complete a national

Sitdown
with a master sommelier just
hours after departing San Fran-
cisco, take a walking tour of an
artisan cheese farm. and head
to Tomales Bay for a private
tasting and tour of Hog Island
Oyster Co. The private trip
includes exclusive cellar and
barrel tastings and optional

cyclists, the course for Santa
Rosa's GranFondo charity ride
offers 100 miles ~ and plenty of
options to cutit short - on quiet
country roads. The full route.
which rolls through wheat fields.
downto the Pacific coast,is as
good alyear asit s on the day
of the event (October 3).

Zealand."The country s truly a
breath o freshair” says Virtuoso
advisor Annette Sordon of Sher-
man Oaks, California."It’s one of
the few places you can stilllow
down. touch the earth, and experi
encessilence. We all need that

1500 mik
of new bike-specific paths and
singletracks. Butterfield & Rob:
inson and Absolute Travel both
customize cycle-specific adven
turesin New Zealand. varying,
from a sampler of some of the 23
new rides on the North and South

today:
This year, New Zealand is

regions such as Marlborough. VL
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